
At-Large board member Applicants

December 2016
Qty Last name Address Line 1 Birth date Ethnicity College/University Employment What do you think are the needs of children and families in 

Miami-Dade County?

What is your prior experience working on issues facing children 

and families in Miami-Dade County?

Why do you want to serve on this Board and dedicate yourself to the mission of 

improving the lives of children and families?

1 Arroyo, 

Moraly

3070 Allamanda 

Street, Apt B - 

Miami, Fl. 33133

Bachelor in 

Accounting

President Award for 

Leadership & Service  

Chancellor's Award 

for Service  President, 

Delta Phi Epsilon 

Sorority

None The greatest needs for children and family in Miami-Dade 

County are:    * Safe, quality, affordable mixed income 

housing for low income and middle income families  * 

Affordable, high standard, preschool for low and middle 

income families  * Access to affordable, safe and 

enriching Afterschool and Summer Programs for K through 

8  * Access to affordable, nutritious, fresh fruits and 

vegetables  * Alleviation of Poverty - 

Unemployment/Underemployment

I have served as an active parent and member of my 

children's Parent Teacher Association and member of the 

Educational Excellence School Advisory Council for six years. 

Over this period of time I have been involved in many 

initiatives to help support quality and safe education for all 

children. One achievement I am most proud of is leading a 

collaborative group of concerned parents and community 

organizers to draft and lobby a proposal to improve 

community safety and expansion of Armbrister Park 

Renovation to include the playground area. The purpose was 

to improve child safety and eradicate proliferation of drugs, 

glass and other hazards encountered by children from the 

local schools and neighboring communities. After significant 

lobby before City Council members, Miami-Dade County 

representatives, School District representatives and local 

community leaders, funding was allocated to replace the 

drug infested and contaminated playgrounds with ADA 

compliant grounds, free of safety hazards for all children and 

families to enjoy the park. 

I want to serve on this Board because it is a constructive way of giving back. As a 

product of the South Bronx in New York City, I know all too well the needs and 

challenges children and families face. Every child has the potential to contribute 

positively to our society, if we lay the groundwork. As adults, I believe it is our 

responsibility to create environments that support, encourage and make it 

possible for all children to reach their full potential - not just our children, but all 

children. It is in our best interest as a society, as a community, to ensure that all 

children receive a quality education beginning in their preschool years. It is in our 

best interest to help ensure that every family has access to health care, safe living 

accommodations and nutritious food on the table. It will serve us all well to work 

collaboratively, in order to help make it possible for all families to flourish and be 

constructively engaged members of our county.   

2 Eyssallenne, 

Antonia

1776 SW 11th 

Terrace - Miami, Fl. 

33135

Haitian-

American

Bachelor of Science, 

Hunter College -CUNY

Assistant Professor 

Internal Medicine 

and Pediatrics

University of Miami

The public education system needs a lot of support.  There 

are too many schools that are not able because of 

funding, infrastructure and appropriate human resources 

to provide high quality education, especially in the early 

childhood years.  As a physician of both adults and 

children, the children that I encounter in my practice and 

the teachers that I encounter talk about the lack of 

support for children who may be struggling academically.  

Families need to know their children are safe and that 

they are acquiring the tools that are required to develop 

into healthy well adjusted members of society.

I am an internist and pediatrician at the University of Miami.  I 

have volunteered to do health nights in overtown, spoken at 

an elementary school in Liberty City and also see patients from 

around Miami Dade at our Jackson affiliated clinic, in the 

hospital and also at medical student run health fairs across the 

county.

This may be an avenue to help drive the improvement of public school 

education for all children.  Laying the foundation, the correct foundation for 

learning is a safety net for many children as they grow.  It is a way to break the 

cycle of poverty and get our community engaged in community issues as the 

understanding of the importance of health, economics, infrastructure and politics 

can drive real change that benefits and uplifts communities no matter their 

starting point.
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3 Ferguson, 

Suzanne 

Celestine

777 Brickell Ave., 

Suite 1370 - Miami, 

Fl. 33131

9/6/69 White 

Caucasian

Bachelor of Arts, 

University of Texas 

Psychology, Magna 

cum Laude  Baylor 

Law School, J.D. (2000)  

University of Denver, 

MBA, International 

Studies (2011)  

Counsel - 

Robinson+Cole

Miami-Dade County is a unique place, having such a 

blend of languages, cultures, socioeconomic and 

educational status; it, therefore, requires a unique set of 

problem solvers, to collaborate on solutions that can be 

customized for a variety of situations, rather than the 

traditional one-size-fits-all approach. My family and I 

actually moved to Miami from Denver because of the 

unique educational opportunities that the Miami-Dade 

School District afforded my children. Having one child with 

special needs, and another that is smarter than most 

people walking the planet, we quickly discovered that not 

many school systems are equipped to pivot in such a way 

as to meet individual students' needs. I am pleased to say 

that we have found excellent support for my daughter in 

both the public and private school settings, thanks to the 

McKay Scholarship, and my son is in the midst of 

completing college applications after studying 

engineering and robotics for the last 3-1/2 years at Terra 

Environmental Research Institute. We couldn't be more 

pleased with our experience, and it would be a privilege 

to help engage with programs that create the same kind 

of success for other families. 

In addition to my involvement with the educational process as 

described above, I have also had the privilege of serving 

individuals in the welfare, juvenile justice system, and foster 

care system through my involvement with pro bono cases in 

the recently formed G.R.A.C.E. Court. Having seen only a small 

slice of the challenges facing children and families that 

become subject to these systems, I can see that the County is 

well-intentioned with respect to delivering services in a way 

that lifts individuals out of these systems rather than simply 

perpetuating the cycle of need. Having had the opportunity to 

interact with such agencies as CFCE, Our Kids, Dade Legal Aid, 

the Guardian ad Litem program, Regional Counsel, and Miami-

Dade County School District, to name but a few, I have 

become familiar with what is working and what isn't working, 

particularly with respect to children in these cases. I am also a 

Justice Advocate for the South Florida chapter of the 

International Justice Mission, and am involved in a volunteer 

and/or donor capacity with such organizations as Make-a-Wish 

South Florida, the Friendship Circle, and the Nicklaus Children's 

Hospital.  

My heart has been broken by seeing the poverty in some of our communities, the 

challenges facing children of immigrants and families in the lower 

socioeconomic tiers, and the health issues unique to our region and our county, 

and I find that the most effective way to heal that pain, as well as the pain of 

others, is to bring change and the opportunity for reinvention. As we move 

through what is sure to be a challenging transition in our country, it is easy to lose 

sight of the citizens that are least able to advocate for themselves. Miami-Dade 

County is a community poised for growth and achievement, and we need 

particular focus on the opportunities that currently exist, as well as those that we 

have yet to create. Miami is emerging on the national stage as a leader in 

banking, technology, arts, and finance; it is critical that we use this momentum to 

create growth within our community, as well as the growth that we deliver out 

into the national and international spaces. I believe that my commitment to 

young people, their physical, social, and emotional development, and supported 

achievement, combined with my ability to negotiate creative solutions to 

challenging problems will make me a valuable addition to this Board, and it 

would truly be my honor to serve in this capacity. 

4 Humes, 

Chantale 

Ferguson

780 Fisherman St 

Suite 210 - Opa 

Locka, Fl. 33054

6/4/77 Black/

African-

American

Bachelor of Arts, 

Jacksonville Theology 

Seminary

CEO

Grace Academy 

International

Children and families need a "safe space" in which they 

can realize their full potential. These safe spaces needs to 

be within the family/household, at school and in their 

communities. That safety can be in the form of having 

access to support services/resources that ensures that they 

are healthy both physically and emotionally; that they are 

living lives free of abuse and in neighborhood free of 

crime and that they are being prepared in the classroom 

and in the larger communities to be self-sufficient. The 

extended Miami-Dade County community has a role to 

play in creating safe spaces for all its residents. 

As the founder and CEO of a private K-12 school with 501 (c) 

(3) designation in Opa-Locka since 2007, I have had first-hand 

experience working on a plethora of issues facing children and 

families in our county. Building a school from scratch  in a 

neighborhood that is plagued with socio-economic challenges 

has afforded me the opportunity to not only work on issues but 

to help solve some of them as well. These issues have ranged 

from homelessness to abandonment to various forms of abuse 

all coupled with poverty and desolation. We have and 

continue to support the family unit in becoming more self-

sufficient by providing them with resources to secure 

employment, higher education and vocational technical 

training, housing and psycho-social support.   

I subscribe to the vision of The Children's Trust and have dedicated my life to 

building relationships with like-minded partners who share in a vision that is based 

on collective effort. There are lots of social ills plaguing residents of Miami-Dade 

County and there are lots of organizations that are trying to influence positive 

change but often using a silo-approach. The Children's Trust promotes and 

models collective effort at the community level. I dedicated myself to improving 

the lives of children many years ago and now would like the opportunity to work 

with others in a decision-making capacity that will allow us to employ a 

collaborative approach to support self-sufficient of families.   

5 Johnson- 

Henry, Alise 

M.

1170 NE 102nd 

Street - Miami 

Shores, Fl. 33138

12/17/68 White 

Caucasian

Bachelor of Arts - JD 

University of Florida

Counsel

Bressler Amery & 

Ross

There are multiple needs, but Miami families have a 

particular need for more affordable housing, improved 

educational opportunities, access to health care, and 

help for persons with addiction issues.  

I have served on the Board of Junior League of Miami for many 

years, whose particular focus is women and families in need. I 

chaired a project for the League that worked with Lotus House 

to move previously homeless women from its facility to 

permanent housing. I also have volunteered for Educate 

Tomorrow, both in fundraising and mentoring foster children 

aging out of the foster system.  Also, volunteered with Big 

Brother/Big Sister to take unmatched children on weekend 

outings, and with the YWCA in Overtown, providing weekend 

programing for their clients.   Also, PTA member and volunteer 

at Ada Merritt Elementary. 

There are so many families in need in Miami and the Children's Trust is such a 

wonderful and unique organization. I would like to serve on the Board to help 

promote the Trust's mission and to help increase its effectiveness.  I have strong 

organization and communication skills that I believe would enhance the Board's 

mission.  
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6 Joseph, 

Delleperch

e "Delle"

7512 SW 187 Street - 

Miami, Fl. 33157

10/29/73 Haitian-

American

Bachelor of Science in 

Hospital Administration 

- Florida International 

University (FIU) -  

Master's of Science in 

Finance -  2000    

Certified Public 

Account (CPA) 

License -  State of 

Florida Board of 

Accountancy - 2004

Senior Vice 

President x

TD Bank, N.A.

The needs of children and families in Miami-Dade County 

range across a full spectrum of universal and specialized 

necessities that are "KEY" to closing the poverty and 

education gap in our various communities.  These 

essentials range from the greater availability of programs 

that are aimed at enhancing the lives of ALL our children 

at the earliest stages in life to supporting stronger family 

units and empowering all our citizens to strive for self-

sufficiency within a respectful a dignified framework.      

Given the nature of our diverse communities throughout 

Miami-Dade County, needs can be at times different 

across our various communities, and that rich cultural 

diversity require strong community partnership among 

supporting community organizations and targeted 

approaches.   Hence, programs supporting our County's 

needs for greater early childhood education, enhanced 

out of school activities for children and at risk youth, 

domestic abuse prevention initiatives, transition to 

adulthood services, and better parenting programs need 

to be truly community based in their implementation and 

execution with the full support of the communities that 

they intend to impact.   

Prior to starting a career in Banking, I worked for Family 

Counseling Services of Greater Miami (FCS) during a 2 ½ years 

period where I developed a strong appreciation for the issues 

confronting children and their families in Miami Dade County.   

Upon leaving FCS, I joined the organization's Board of Directors 

and became an active advocate for issues facing children 

and families in Miami-Dade County.      My experience on the 

Board at FCS led to me joining the Miami-Dade Community 

Action Agency Board (CAA) in 2009 as Community 

Representative for the Miami-Dade Business and Finance 

sector.   Today, as the Treasurer of Chair of the Finance 

Committee of the CAA Board with oversight responsibilities for 

the largest Head Start and Early Head Start programs in the 

Southeast US and various other programs supporting children 

and families with an overall departmental budget of over $100 

Million, I continue to work very actively on issues facing 

children and families in Miami-Dade County.  

As a father of three children with my first born son having been born prematurely 

and having watched him overcoming challenges after challenges over the past 

14 years, it is my deep belief that every child deserves the chance to achieve 

their full potential and that a strong family unit and a supportive community 

environment is a "game changer".   Hence, I have made the issues facing ALL 

children and families in Miami-Dade County my #1 cause to support. 

7 Kumar, 

Prakash

953  Collins Avenue 

- Miami, Fl. 33139

4/5/45 Asian/

Pacific 

Islander

Bachelor of  Science None The present day Kid's need special care/love towards their 

daily activities

Financial status I love children and I believe to days' kids are the future stars of the Nation

8 Pamies, 

Michelle

19355 Turnberry 

Way, Apt 17K - 

Aventura, Fl. 33180

11/19/59 Haitian-

American

Bachelor of Arts - 

University of Miami 

School of Law - JD 

1996  Magna Cum 

Laude  Order of the 

Coif  Omicron Dela 

Kappa  Law Review

Partner, Austin 

Pamies Norris 

Weeks, LLC

Children in Miami-Dade County need (i) a quality 

education (ii)  safety and health standards in child care 

facilities; (iii) child obesity prevention (iv) good nutrition; (v) 

affordable children’s healthcare (vi) child abuse 

prevention; and (vii) decent housing.  They also need to 

reside in safe neighborhoods with parks and recreational 

facilities.      The parents need assistance where necessary 

to provide these things for their children.  

My prior experience working on Children's issues includes 

having been on the board of Girls, Inc. in Omaha, Nebraska 

where I resided when employed by Union Pacific Railroad, Inc.   

Girls Inc develops research-based informal education 

programs that encourage girls to take risks and master 

physical, intellectual and emotional challenges. Major 

programs address math and science education, pregnancy 

and drug abuse prevention, media literacy, economic literacy, 

adolescent health, violence prevention, and sports 

participation.  , Girls Inc. also works with policymakers to 

advocate for legislation and initiatives that increase 

opportunities for girls.  I served as Vice President of Girls Inc., 

Omaha and then as President-elect prior to returning to Miami-

Dade County in 2011.    As a former board member of Miami-

Dade County Public Health Trust (2004-2006), I also worked on 

health care issues affecting children and families in Miami-

Dade County.  

As an attorney and Haitian-American woman, I believe that I have a particular 

obligation to serve my community.  I have done so in various ways over the years.  

The following are some examples:    1. I have been a board member of Santla, 

the Haitian Neighborhood Center, Inc., a non-profit whose mission is to empower, 

strengthen and stabilize South Florida's Haitian community, through access for 

free services and resources, to ensure its successful integration.     2. I was a 

founding member of the Haitian Lawyers Association, Inc.    3. I served on the 

Board of Girls Inc. (Omaha).    4.  I  served on the Allocation Committee of the 

United Way (Omaha).     5.   I am currently on the board of the Women of Color 

Empowerment Institute, Inc., a leadership institute for Women of Color, which 

includes a mentoring program for young women who aspire to leadership.    6.  I 

served on the Miami-Dade County Public Health Trust Board and Chaired the 

Construction Committee.    I am interested in the Children's Trust Board because 

its mission is consistent with my interests  (improving the lives of children and 

families) and because I believe that my board experience and my commitment 

to the community are assets that will add value to my role on the Board.

9 Salem, 

Michael

6363 Gage Place - 

Miami Lakes, Fl. 

33014

5/6/62 Asian/

Pacific 

Islander

Bachelor of Science

MPA - Nova 

Southeastern 

University

None -Solid and quality education at all levels  -Nurturing 

learning environment  -Supportive parents and caregivers  -

Healthcare  -Healthy Nutrition   -Safer communities  -After 

School and other quality evidence based programming  -

Better parks  -More Recreational activities      

-Educator, teacher and mentor  -CEO of a local NPO  -Earned 

award for Excellence Program  -TCT parenting education 

provider  -served on several committees, boards, community 

wide  -over 25 years government and NPO experience 

including policy formation, grant proposal writing, professional 

development, volunteer recruitment, private fund raising, 

children health care insurance programs, educational 

programming, etc. 

To help further the mission and guiding principles of the Children's Trust by working 

with and through to enhance the quality of life for children and families in Miami-

Dade County. 
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10 Scheck 

Bonwitt, 

Elise

1472 Presidential 

Way  - Miami. Fl. 

33179

10/24/69 Hispanic-

American

JD (law degree) from 

University of Miami 

Attorney  and 

Consultant (to non-

profits - Gazelles 

Social Initiatives) 

I believe that education and providing opportunities for 

our children is the key to building a better community.  If 

we address the issues that are facing our children today, 

we will alleviate many of the problems that exist in Miami.  

For example, If we keep children in schools and involved 

in after school activities, they will more likely stay away 

from crime, violence and drugs. Also, we need to provide 

basic needs like food, clothing and a safe environment.  In 

addition, we need to provide mentors to those kids who 

need guidance.  

Throughout my life, I have always been involved with 

organizations that help children.  Currently, I am a lawyer-ad-

litem for a young girl through Lawyers for Children of America, 

a mentor through Women of Tomorrow and a board member 

of Overtown Youth Center.  I am also involved with Greater 

Miami Jewish Federation (am Treasurer of the board), my 

children's school and the Women's Leadership Circle of United 

Way. Most recently, I was President of Women's Philanthropy at 

GMJF.  In the past, I was a Big Sister through the Big Brother/Big 

Sister program, a mentor at Biscayne Elementary, a founder of 

a program that provided camp experiences for children, 

among many other opportunities where I have helped 

children in our community.  

I have always been interested in being part of this Board since its inception.   In 

the past, because of work and pro bono obligations and my own children, I did 

not believe that I had the time to commit.  Now, I have the time and experience 

that will make me a productive, compassionate and committed board member.  

My passion is to help children and I believe that I can fulfill my mission by serving 

on the Board.  
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